CHAPTER   VIII

HOW,  BETWEEN   1919  AND   1939,  VICTORY
CRUMBLED   INTO  DUST

FOR France, tke major problem continued to be that of security.
From the beginning of her national existence, she had suffered
Teutonic invasions, and in the course of the previous fifty years
alone she had twice been attacked by Germany. After a victorious war,
she had a right to expect that steps would be taken against this danger.
Yet her allies had not allowed her to take them herself and had refused
to take them in common; there was great disillusionment in France, and
deep discouragement. Clemenceau, the country's idol in 1918, was
defeated in 1920 when he stood as candidate for the presidency of the
Republic against Deschanel, the heir of a great republican name but
without personal prestige. A new and dangerous voting method had
brought to the Palais Bourbon a 'horizon-blue' Chamber, a National
Bloc and an aggressive return of the Notables. Patriotic sentiment had
favoured the war veterans, and fear of communism had hurt all the
parties of the Left. The Russian Revolution inspired great hopes among
the European proletariats, but great fears in the parliamentary States.
Soon the socialist party was cut in two; the partisans of the dictatorship
of the proletariat and immediate revolution founded the French com-
munist party; the others continued to back a unified socialist party with
Le*on Blum as its leader, a talented speaker and writer who abided by
parliamentary discipline. The labour unions also split into the C.G,T.
(socialist in allegiance) and the C.G.T.U. (Unitary [One-Party] General
Federation of Labour), communist in tendency.

The fears of the middle class were increased by an odious financial
situation. Until 1914 budgetary deficits had been constant but not
worrying. In 1920 the expenses of war and of pensions to its victims
and to fatherless families had created a vast debt which the payment of
damages to war victims was to increase by eighty billion francs. All the
north and north-east of the country had to be reconstructed. 'Germany
will pay!' Klotz, the Finance Minister, had exclaimed, and because it was
the enemy who would foot the bills, the indemnities had been over-
generous. However, to make Germany pay soon seemed an insoluble